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record both- The vital point is that Sun was arrested ("detained"
is the word used by Macartney) and kept a prisoner in the Legation.
After his release he authorised the "kidnapping" version, which
certainly tallies with Dr, Cantlie's record; but Sun always kept
uppermost in his mind his main purpose, the regeneration of China,
and made his flair for propaganda serve that purpose. The whole
affair brought the matter of Manchu "rottenness" before the British
public and Sun would have felt quite justified in colouring the
picture to make it attractive to the widest possible audience. More-
over, it was his general policy to undermine the allegiance of Manchu
officials and if, in fact, be went of his own accord to the Legation
with that intention he may have allowed the "kidnapping" version
to cloak his tactics.
On the other hand the improbability of the Legation's version is
somewhat increased by an indignant letter from Sir Halliday
Macartney to The Times, written on the day following Sun's re-
lease. Macartney had been criticised for "having anything to do"
with the matter, though as a servant of the Manchu government
he was only doing their bidding; and his letter denies the act of
"kidnapping". It is, however, hardly frank on the main issue. The
really important point of the criticism of Macartney was not how
Sim got into the Legation but how he got out. The letter is also
unfortunate in an attempt to blacken the victim by suggesting that
he falsely used the name Sun Yat-sen when his real name was Sun
Wen. Macartney, of course, knew that Chinese commonly have
several names, but readers of The Times would not know this and
Macartney used their ignorance to prejudice judgment in his favour.
Sun retorted, rather neatly, that in China Macartney was known
under three names: Ma Ta-yen, Ma Ka-ni and Ma Tsing-shan.
Many of the conflicting versions of incidents in the life of Sun
Yat-sen can be resolved with a little care and although this famous
controversy of the "kidnapping" remains somewhat of a mystery
it need not concern us overmuch. The undisputed fact is that Sun
was detained against his will in the Legation from Sunday, October
llth, until Friday, October 23rd, 1896. During that time he under-
went aix inner spiritual crisis, while outside his friends and foes
acted a remarkable drama that brought on the stage a melodramatic
collection of characters including an Inspector of Scotland Yard,
a judge of the Old Bailey, a detective in a hansom cab and Lord
Salisbury.
History is of interest in showing how different men behave under